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Chapter his wife is Her Excellency; a Governor His Excellency,
___*   and an officer administering the government is in like
case. The Lieutenant-Governors of the Canadian pro-
vinces are styled His Honour, and the same style is
sometimes used elsewhere, but the Administrators of
the provinces of the Union are Honourable. In 1927 it
was provided and intimated by Canadian Order in
Council that Lieutenant-Governors in the provinces
should be entitled to the style Honourable during office
and for life after retirement.
(2) Precedence like honours is a matter of the royal
prerogative, but there is an important distinction be-
tween the two cases. Honours are imperial, and involve
the advice of the British Government. Any Dominion
may, of course, create an honour and authorise the
Governor-General to bestow it, and Quebec has the
Order of Agricultural Merit, but such honours at
present would not be as highly valued as British
honours, though in the Irish Free State the possibility
of legislation has been discussed. In regard to pre-
cedence the matter is local, and there is now no ground
why the matter should not be determined solely by the
advice of the ministry. It depends in fact on various
grounds; there is no reason why it should not form the
subject of enactment, and judicial precedence has been
so regulated with inconvenient results; as a rule it is
determined under the prerogative by the approval of
lists by the King, as in the case of the Commonwealth
in 1903, the Union in 1910, and Canada in 1923. Where
there is no definite list the Governor-General can regu-
late the matter, unless authoritative usage has re-
stricted his discretion. Legally persons who by birth
or title have precedence in the United Kingdom cannot